Tourism and Pilgrimage — contrasted in modern and Indian context 


yourism and _pilgdmage contrasted 
yas ft connotes, has been existing in 
> tme immemorial, as pilgnmage 
performed and discharged for 
ial soctetal, politcal and spiritual 
pasos, obligations and fulfillment — that 
comnued and has been continuing! Thus 
ours sightseeing seeing the 

visiting the attractions of going to places 
interest, and soon, as modern mind 
pereaves, conceives and understands — In 
ndan context tourism has been periodical, 
seasonal, recurring and cyclic and thus 
sonsonant with the nature, planets and cosmos 
itis undertaken, performed and fulfilled by all 
Indians mrespectve of their social, religious, 
cal and economre status It may be 
connected with rites, ntua's and ceremonies or 
entertainment, celebration and congregation on 
yanous levels And it is performed from birth to 
death at different stages with rites, rituals and 
ceremonies For non-Indians and even for 
modern Indians, they may appear as religious, 
but in fact, they have been psychological, 
psycho-somate and scientific The atheists, 
agnostics and skephes might even oppose, dub 
and raise slogans against such organized acts 
However, ironeally they too undertake different 
types of “tourisms” for their own purposes, 
intentions and ideologies. 


Different types of Tourisms Nowadays, thus 
many types of toursms are talked about and 
Isted out from A to Z and shortlisted into some 
categories, though they have been overlapping, 
intersecting and merging They have been 
taken and regrouped as follows in Indian 
Context for clarity 


1 
2 


Traditional - social, religious, periodical 
Educational - archaeological, historical, 
heritage 

Corporate trade, 
Promotional, convention 
Health - medical, hospital 
Highway - car, bike, cycle, packaged 


3 commercial, 


4 
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That the position remained even dusting the Mohammedan and British 


$0Ue noted in histoncal perspective. 
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6 Adventure - forest, wildlife, water 

7 Rural - mountain, trekking 

8 Romance - marriage, cinema related 
SOX 

9 Walking - it is nothing but traditional 
Indian type of pilgrimage 

10 Modern - Internatonal games, Cricket 


Virtual LGBTQ, sex 


Thus, it may be noted that each one can be 
defined, elaborated and grouped as a single 
and separate entity and thus the categories 
increase and again merge into defined groups. 
if semantizabon Is restricted, controliec and 
focused 


Ministry of Tourism, Government of India 
In India, Ministry of tounsm at Central and State 
have been promoting tourisms of all sorts Now, 
it has brought out many excellent studies and 
statistical data on all aspects of tourism In India 
and they too slowly accommodate such 
westernied approach in tansferring subject 
matter into such mould, as could noted from the 
books and booklets*. In its official website, it 
has made available all such study materials 
under different topics (under each category only 
few have been given for illustrative purpose) 

4. Tourism Infrastructure Development 
Planning & coordinaton, program Division, 
Niche tounsm 
Hotels and Restaurants - Hospitality, 
Good governance, management 
Travel guide - Guides, Tounst transport 
operation, Adventure tounsm, domeste 
tourism 
Human Resource Development — training 
in hotel management, Food craft 
advertisement 
Publicity and Marketing — Incredible India 
theme brochures, leaflets, posters. maps, 
films, CDs 
Overseas Promoton - Travel fairs and 
exhibitions, Trade & conventions 
Market research and statistes Surveys 
and studies — Study reports - others 


rules wth many disturbances, restnctions and controls 


A Intwernatanal ope: 
Word Tounsm Of98) 
and we Fe 
Initiative for Mui 
Fennuni — Co-operation 
Mekong Ganga 
Aasocation of S pt 
KEEN) and South Asian 
acl Cooperaion (SAARC) a 
South Anan Sub-regional Economie 
operation (SASEC) 
exercised I the case of 
erpretation of data_and_informalion 
aera the study has to be made in the 
LPG contest, as now its viewed in terms of 
foreign flow of men, goods and services At one 
fide, the men, goods and services are also 
exported as an economic policy of reforms 
connected wth fiscal factors In the context of 
tourism, it Is counted in terms of number of 
foreign tourists visited, earnings of foreign 
exchange, and connected factors But, now the 
Inflow of foreigners as “tourists” as identified in 
the official tecords may not reflect the correct 
ploture, as all who visit India under “tourist 
visas’ are not in fact tourists. Historians, 
archaeologists, and researchers connected with 
those fields may come under the categories or 
those who come under "Business visas" may 
indulge in such historical and archaeological 
activitios = The international ~— seminars, 
conferences and = workshops = become. 
“international’, the moment, even if one or two 
Persons coming from outside India attend or 
just participate with or without any contribution. 
“Convention” studies also show that the 
Melegate- tourists might visit “pilgrimage 
centres” Occasionally for curiosity purposes, but 
hot to fulfill any vow as a periodical visit 


ions 


Caution his to 


a urism". As for 
as Indi is concerned, funds are mostly in 
Qenerated in “Internal tourism” carried on 


Continuously with or without external and 
internal factors 


» That continues, 
t Periodically, 
Continuously at different parts of India ’ 
's consonant with the factors of culture 
: ee hertage and civilzaton : 

OMMteS he economy 

tral communities Paranoid 
Integrates people of ditferent parts 
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tele ofan absorbed into 
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Thus the thoome Kaa been in re: 


Te bce arwety wthout any feet 


Y middleman, 


y Retail and Re 
y Hotels and ca’ 
>» Transport, 


communicatons a 
> Financial services 
> Real estate, business ang rene 
services a 
> Public administration, defence ang 
social security ie 
» Teaching, training 
> Community, social and Persona! 
services 
Government and government agencies glory 
the above, as if they help the economy of the 
village and rural people, but, in reality, they 


slowly destroy the traditional system of People. 
oriented pilgrimage 


The role of History and Archaeology in 


promoting tourism in India Under such 
circumstances, the role of History and 


Archaeology plays a crucial role directly and 
indirectly in above all surveys, statistics and 
studies In schools and colleges, students are 
taken to different places as excursion, Study 
tour, Industrial visit and so on. At that tme, 
what is conveyed, to the students through their 
teachers, guides, Class coordinator or engaged 
guide becomes history. Only the site seminars, 
archaeological tours and other academic visits 
engage historians and archaeologists. As these 
subjects one way, have lost importance in 
abstract form and thus taken over even by 
engineers, doctors, journalists, sportspersons 
etc., at one side and traffickers, smugglers, 
tacketeers, terrorists at other side, as it has 
become a potential way of earning profits 
Under the LPG regime and economic divides of 
all sorts, these two distinctive groups have 
engaged in exploiting factors related to history 
and archaeology Ironically, the _ illegal 
excavations going on in old and new sites have 
been more than that of the official diggings a 
reported by the UN Documents. The traffickers, 
Smugglers, racketeers, terrorists have bee" 
engaged in such excavations, even engaging 
archaeologists either by outsourcing ; 
overpowering, thus, they are working Mapplly 


Knowingly or unknowingly. The at 
Independent issues amply prove Sf 
instances in India and other surrounding 
countries. 
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for. romotion of tourism After 
ye the IVC sites had gone to 
H ; started claiming that IVC 


d ke. Mohammedans In fact 
Robert Eric Mortimem Wheeler 
“ote @ DOCK "Five Thousand years 
Ne Archaeological Outline’ 
. the behest of the government” and 
, tne ideology of Abul A’la Maududi 
73), founder of Jamat-e-lslami and 
wager of “Pakistan! Islamic State" with 
ure ig. tg natural that separated India 
os 699d sites to find out IVC-type 
we eg on her side, thus, perhaps, 
zie T Lethal and other archaeological 
discovered, in contrast to Mohanja 
Sra. riarappa’ Even though, the 
siogeal sites have been genuine, the 
2s involved IS exhibited many times during 
ard other forums through the elite, 

and famous historians = and 
eologsts Such professional musings, 
as and prejudice could be noted in the 
Jogeal sites viz, Dwaraka, Ayodhya 
wsnatra, Lanka etc Thus, in Indie 
ologsts and historians play different 
ses et different forums affecting tourism and 
igmage also As Pakistan government made 
— M Wheeler to invent “Five Thousand 
aa's of Pakistan", the Indian government 
-2¢2 indian archaeclogists act variously during 
#) years Tounsts, pilgnms and ordinary 
rdans could listen to many voices conveying 
crfused details to them. Thus, besides the 
20ove sites, even other places in around them 
#0 28 well as connected places are identified, 
tated and interpreted accordingly. This 
eeoureged common people to claim the 
ugral place of anything at every place 


Sthala-puranas, traditional __and__oral 
Nstories fthasas, puranas, Upa-Puranas and 

2@-purenas played a crucial role 
'g propagating and preserving the 
ittoral history of the sacred places, hills, 
bee fers, lakes, tanks and others. As they 
py rel the recordings of the distant past, 
ees o historical period, variance noted has 
eetalc 4 time factor only affected by 
prods ‘auses The difference during different 

“S curred naturally, whenever, the 


‘akstan, 4 
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Moren jarat and dating from 2400 BCE. 


$e 7-080, tS an archeological site m the province of Sindh, Pal 
est 

Haren a settements of the ancient Indus Valley 

Shane thon, @rChaeological site in Punjab, northeast 


Crayger nS 2 towm located at 29°28N 74°08E / 29.47" 
teusg,,Serttied by some scholars wth Sarasvati River in 


€ Most promment cities of the ancient 


alee Of worship and sacred places were 
‘ie urbed. modified and even destroyed and 

Us displaced As diferent rulers of alien and 
indigenous faiths dominated, naturally, changes 
eccurred and they were erher forcefully 
incorporated or assimilated also Thus, for the 
last 1.300 years, much dissimilarity could be 
noted that are interpreted as discrepancies 
Though many such factors were changed, tne 
fundamental ones not or could not be changed 
Thus, the Sthala-purenas were interpolated, 
rewritten and even recast according to 
changing times Such interpolation could be 
strikingly revealed in one Sthala-purana when 
one God helped his favourite Goddess 
escaping from trouble by carrying in @ 
motorbike! 


Thus, archaeologists may be bewildered when 
they could observe Europeans. policeman and 
others depicted in the paintings and carved and 
accommodated in the Gopura towers along with 
the traditonal Gods and Goddesses! Thus, 
historians may also get puzzled and tempted 
interpret differently, but the devotees accept 
everything without any problem or stigma The 
Bakta Vyayams, Mahabakta Viayams, Periya 
Puranams etc, have been only tne 
encyclopedias of the Pilgrimages performed 
and conducted by the great men of India that is 
Bharat The sacred places and places of 
worship have thus been sanctfied, honoured 
and populanzed by the wists of Great 
Acharyas Alwars, Nayanmars and others 
Their disciples, devotees and followers faithfully 
followed their footsteps and therefore, no 
guides were required and no travel manuals 
issued and brochures distributed Of course, 
the oral-histones and the Bakt--literature served 
the purpose Another important aspect Is each 
sacred place is connected wth other with a 
short distance of half-day or day walking and 
thus the pilgrim could go on moving from place 
to place 


Melas, Kumbh-melas, festivals celebrated 


with ematized controls (How the 
jiigrimage was. tformed) Pilgnmage is not 
religious tourism as simply mentoned 


popularly Historical documents show that 
Melas, Kumbh-melas, festivals and others were 


R 
ia : M Wineeier, Five Thousand years of Pakistan: An Archaeological Outline, Royal Book Co, 
950, 


N 74.13°E on the left or southern banks of the 
Tehsil Pilangan, between Suratgamh and 


Indus valley civilisation. Located in Bhal region of the 
kistan, Built around 2600 BCE, t was one 


Civiization, and one of the world's oldest civilizations. 


‘about 24 km west of Sahiwal The site takes 


"a modem vilage located near the formersopyrse of the Ravi Rver. 


king the Indian ruler. 

terrtories and ma e's fighting 
with each other Thus, the pilgrims ang farmer 
were the most affected people-groups durin 
the respective periods As the Indian tulers 


continued to 
tmes of recent 
made about the 


celebrated and have been 
celebrate Unlike the modern 
when much fuss |S 


times Igrims, 

the pig! ed to follow the new pat 
rowd control, facilities made to were chang! Pattern of 
SS Ron they were managed nthe WHEE Te endowments made to temples 


sanitaton etc 


past has not been studied proper 
times 
follows 


ly In earlier 


pilgrimage could be performed aS 


Those who decided according to their vow, 


mantaps, choultreies etc, were either blockeg 
or completely stopped As the system was 
disturbed, many aberrations, deviatons and 
changes were noted in such sacred tours 


41 
intention to observe of $0 aie performed or partially performed or not 
periodical obligation, hat performed 
without any compulsion Was 

2 No planning wes fegiliey a it Different types of tourisms embedded in the 
performed according to traditior jilqrimage The modernity might hf; 

3 No management was needed as peor ee transformed the "Pilgrimage" fis 
themselves managed the things Fade "Sacred Tourism’, but it has all sorts of 
as sat seablined infrastructure “tourisms” as It has been "people-oriented’ and 
available to ther a io 

4 No money was required, as no payment patented pi sitboul ee 
charged and no tax collected at any point ecolog! oftionés reaional difcronGes andes i 

5 No luggage, food, water or anything bid peutic ' , “a 
carried, as everything was prover ty at 1. Saints, Saint-poets and Saint-preachers 
Deshe: l:stale: respective belonging to different castes, various 
the state was ruled by different kings J 

6 Mantaps and choultries were there on the regions and demeve ne Is sojourned to 
roads and at the place of worships to take different places o {0 ia enpnaea ne the 
rest or stay at nights and proceed’ They unity and integrity of India They have been 
were endowed by the rich people or the “wandering’ saints including women-saints 
rulers 2 Even Narada, Agastya, Arjuna, Balarama 

7 As the concept of Prasad (Food offered to and host of others, Awars and Nayanmars, 
God or God's food), Annadhana (Food Acharyas like Adi Sankara (509-476 BCE / 
offered free to all) and Biksha (Food offered 788-820 CE), Ramanuja (1017-1137 CE), 
free to the required people) was working, and Madhwa (1238-1317 CE) had been 
none worried about food during their travelling throughout India as a part of their 
pilgrimage (sacred tour) “Pada-yatra, Tith-yatra, Dig-vijaya" ete 

& Kings through the appointed officers and 3  Reciting Mantras, Bajans, Aratis emphasize 
soldiers protected the pilgrims travelling -— the stimulation, activaton and energizaton 
crossing the hilly, forest and remote places of the senses of the pilgrims (Music, sound 
Moreover, pilgrims were moving in groups theraphy) The main emphasis has been 
Praying and singing In fact, there was a the “collectve prayer’ 
genera! protoccl that the rulers should 4. Different types of “waters” and “water- 
follow such practce. In any event they reservoirs’ were treated differenty and 
should not be affected on any account. thus, oceans, seas, rivers, lakes, tanks, 

9 As the movement of the people had been wells etc, become sacred Thus the 
Continuous on either side, messages were “Sacred waters" have to be maintained for 
transmitted through them to their relatives, the pilgrims (hydrology, water therapy) 
fends and others 5. Available fruits, vegetables, nuts, seeds 

10. Stampedes (occurring at particular places), greens, etc., were prescribed for the rites, 
natura! calamities (Kedarnath) and such rtuals and ceremonies giving employment 
cther events might not have been occurred opportunities to many people. People used 
in the past or they were either unknown or to buy Rudhraksha and other botanical / 
not recorded As everything was going on herbal products 
mn conseient with nature, such things might 6. Various categories of rocks, stones, earth, 

happened mud etc., have bec id used 

But, as tme passed, thi . have become sanctified and u 

aranemodae System was aflected by the pilgrims of all sorts e.g, Saligrama, 

during the Mohammedan and British rules, as thal le a ia h 

could be noted from their policies The Jaya or Ee pichandan (geology, _stratiography, 

poll tax system contained conditions exactly 7 Theme therapy). ‘esas 

Opposite to the above points The British le Prasad, Annadhana and Biksha hae 

disturbed the system with their division f are prepared in such a way with ingredients 

0 at a partcular place, thus promoting the 
Even today such buadi 
was constiocted For radia eg Inside inscriptions are avaliable mentioning the purpose for which lJ 


ind Necessary amenities shouki be provided, wate! 
‘DeAnstructions were recorded in the inscriptions 


“the eople of the region (Food- 
nn log biochemistry) 
at eo ents, Taw materials and inputs 
uy 1 rites. rituals, ceremonies and 
: . were determined and prescribed 
to place of performance 
d vade and commerce) 
he mode of transport changes the 
ent of the pilgrims, many times, 
alwayS stressed, practced and 
iso under changed circumstance 
n the roads, forests, rocky areas, 


wal 
wrong steps, hills) 


omy 
n 
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ne Indian pilgrimage Is divine sojourn, 
moral excursion, spiritual exploration and 
ee gether The foreign tourists throng the 
by lee in Kerala, Goa and Rajasthan, whereas, 
tyres tourism covers throughout India and 
een beyond vi2, Nepal, Sri Lanka, China, 
pakstan and Bangladesh That Guru Nanak 
(489-1538) visited Mecca and Medina proved 
pat there were NO religious boundaries or 
restrictions during 457-16" centuries. Now, 
some specific issues, Case laws are taken up to 
uerstand as to how history and archaeology 
tod help pilgrimage and tourism and also 
#fect them adversely, when the involved 
rested to violations of ethical, moral, 
professional and other code of conduct 


Dwaraka excavations, Pancha Dwaraka and 
tourism. 1985-1999) The marine 
archaeological excavations of S. R. Rao and 
hs team of NIO added fillip to Dwaraka tourism. 
Bet Dwaraka excavations also contributed to 
he ‘Krishna's Dwaraka". However, historians 
and archaeologists have been either silent due 
qamtessionat bias or skepticism for a long 
nes However, the findings encouraged the 
Kan and more people started visiting. 
inten December 2000, when National 
whe er ean Technology (NIOT) came out 
pa ulf of Khambat marine archaeological 
themsehec scholars divided among 
: sles . in Interpreting the findings. Yet, the 
aracing ote pilgrimage developed starts 
ot the Aad of devotees. The proposal 
Manne Palais museum, submitted by the 
Isttute of cena Centre of the National 
Wg @ submarine ee in 1999, involves 
Scan pl acrylic tube through which 

Nuns of “ lew through glass windows the 
city, The State Government of 
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ove cited judgment - http uindiankangons gk 
4! 


Culeret and the Travel & Tourism Department 
of Gujarat are working on this proposal When 
completed, it will be the first museum to be built 
under the sea It may be mentoned that 
Owarka was attacked on the night of 7 
September 1965 by Pakistan 
Navy under Operaton Dwarka, as it was 
chosen for its proximity, just 200km from 
Karachi Port The Pakistani vessels fired over 
the main temple of Dwarka for more than 20 
minutes around 50 shells each However, 
nearly all the shells remained unexploded In 
any case, "Pancha-Dwaraka’ pilgrimage has 
been converted into modern tourism 


Ramjanmabhumi_ excavations (1967-2003) 
and__continuing pilgrimage The _ first 
excavation at the site was done in 1967 and 
next by ASI in 1975-76 The team of 
archaeologists of the ASI, led by former 
Director-General AS! (1968-1972),8B Lalin 
1975-76, worked on a_ project ted 
“Archaeology of Ramayana Sites", which 
excavated five Ramayana-related sites 
of Ayodhya, Bharadwal 
Ashram. Nandiaram. Chitrakoot and 
Shringaverapura. Archaeological excavatons 
by the Archaeological Survey of India in 1970, 
4992 and 2003 in and around the disputed site 
have indicated a large ancient complex existed 
prior to the Babri structure As the issue Is 
subjudice, the temple construction has been 
kept in abeyance. However, the pilgrimage to 
Ayodhya has continued unabated Though, 
politicization of the rites, rituals and ceremonies 
connected with Ayodhya have also been 
politicized, the pilgrimage continues Even 
today, the rites, rituals and ceremonies to be 
performed there are politicized affecting the 
interests of the pilgrims, as during September- 
October, the inflow of them would be maximum 


The archaeological tour of a historian_and 
‘smuggler together (1975-2003 The case of Dr 


Vv. JA Flynn has been classical in Indian context, 
who smuggled many artfacts, coins etc, dated to 
Mauryan peri “Flynn also revealed that he had 
been collectng gold, silver, brass and copper coins, 
both Roman and Indian and had purchased a huge 
quantity from Bangalore and after sortng out the 
same at his friend Shyam Sunder Rastoqi's house 
at B-9, Pamposh Enclave, New Delhi was taking 
some with him, whereas leaving a large quantity 
with Rastogi’’”. The following paragraph taken from 
the judgment is quoted verbatim to drive out the 


pont 


‘Debi / 
Ors seh Court - Mr VA Flynn and Mr. Shyam Sundar Rastogi and Ors_vs Union Of India (Uoi) And 


2003 (66) DRJ 381, 2003 (86) ECC 129, 


han And Another on 4 March, 1996, Equivalent citations 


thndiankanoon ora/dor 467! 
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to note that the 
a shi DV sha 
Superintending AscHe EON Tg 
pertaining to the seized coin lf 
given on 23rd June, 4994, perus aid 
which shows thal prima facie the pte 
coins appeared to be antiquities i 
three reports including the rep ‘ 
dated 23rd June, 1994 are placed oe 
record by the petitioner Flynn a 
Annexure 'H' to the petition The firs 
report dated 21st June, 1994 refers lo 
6675 coins recovered from the 
petitioner Flynn whereas the second 
report dated 22nd June, 1994 pertains 
to silver and copper coins numbering 
34149 recovered from the house of the 
petitioner Shyam Sunder Rastog! The 
third report dated 23rd June, 1994 
gives the opinion with respect to the 
coins seized from both the petitioners 
on 21st and 22nd June, 1994 This 
report refers to the age of coins which 
was apparent from the coins itself 
According to the report, the coins 


"49 It is pertine 
preliminary report 


seized on 21st and 22nd June. 1994 
approx 41000, of qold, silver and 
copper etc were of immense 


archaeological importance and broadly 
speaking the coins date back from 
Kushan (ist Century AD) to late 
medieval and British period The 
collection of coins included coins of 
the period of Kushans, Guptas, 
Provincial Rulers, Sultanate, Lodi, 
Surs, Mughals, etc. According to the 
report, the coins dated back to 1st 
Century A.D. up to late medieval and 
British period. Some gold coins were 
of the period of the Ruler 
Chandergupta (336-330 A.D.), some 
were of the period of Samudragupta 
(335-375 A.D.), some were of Mughal 
Regime dating back to the year 1562 
AD. and 1707 AD The coins 
indicated the title of Ruler's, name of 
the mint, date of issuing Kalima and 


ithets and Caliphs etc This repo 
orima facie indicated that most of ‘he 
coins were more than 100 years old 
and were of historic value.” 


or Flynn" “had bought these rare Coins 
from a shop located on the ground floor of 
Hotel Surya, Near Railway Station 
Bangalore He further states that he hag 
been collecting the coins for over §0 years 


for his own delight and 
enjoyment” Ironically, he has been 
Australian Indoloqist, numismatist ang 


expert in Persian language’? and an 
associate of Prof A A A_ Rizvi, Irfan 
Habib and others” During college days, 
In December 1962, he was one of the 
delegation of Australian —_ university 
students to Nigeria formed as a brainchild 
of Peter Wilenski He was in India for 30 
years working In different Universities and 


moving with many historians, 
archaeologists With Saiyid Athar Abbas 
Rizvi, Vincent John Adams Flynn has 


authored books “Fatehpur Sikri’ and An 
English Translation of the “Adab-j- 
‘Alamgir’, the Period Before the War of 
Succession Bei'“ng the Letters of Prince 


Muhammad Aurangzib Bahadur to 
Muhammad Shihabu 'd-din Shah Jahan 
Sahib-i-Qiran-i-Sani, Emperor of 


Hindustan. The Indian media covered this 
partially’, as many VIPs were involved 
He was taken to Australia and the issue 
was settled by the Autralian Parliament"® 


Recent Unnao excavations carried on 
{October 2013) That archaeology and 
archaeologists could be used for political 
or populist purposes could be noted in the 
recent "Gold hunt’ excavations carried on 
at Unnao in the village of Daundia Khera in 


Uttar Pradesh in which both the 
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) and 
the Geological Survey of _ India 


references%20committee%22%20 


onder Phrase%3A%22dr%2Oflynn%22,rec= 
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gummoned to do so” The village 
er remains of a fort built by Rao Ram 
the g local ruler who took part in the 
aubon against the British As the 
i failed Sngh was captured ang 
et a large tee Next to the fort's 
» Hindu temple dedicated to the god 
coal Shobhan Sarkar, @ local Hindu 
a i has established several ashrams, or 
aed experienced a dream in which the 
Hes | came to him and asked him to 
) an gold The godman was apparently 
ned by reports about India's flagging 
my and plunging rupee He said there 
be 2 much 2s 1,000 tonnes of gold here 
more nearby which government could use 
Past its gold reserves and help tackle its 
* ut defect. ASI Director (Archaeology) 


e Jamal Hasan pointed out that the British 
“Nig not have left the treasure for future 
ons He added that the British were the 
est dacots and therefore. it was highly 
puely that they would have left a treasure 
sehind To lustate his point. Dr Hasan gave 
teexample of British digging in Assam, where 
rejhed ‘desecrated the burial places of Ahom 
ners who ruled from the 12° Century to 18 
Century in ther quest to get a hod of the 
tessure They dug up to 10 metres " Now, ASI 
gandoned the site, as no gold could be found 
However, for the last two weeks much hype 
wes created and the site became a “tourist 
spor wth the swamping of media vans, police, 
‘xal and nearby village people etc with the 
make-shft hotels, shops etc Here, also 


wchaeology and history have worked in a 
ferent way 


Tourism related subjects are nothing but 


‘old wine put ina new bottle” As the 


analyzed ane tourism and pilgrimage is 
archaeology, th; econtext of history and 
theological nun t2l9'US, philosophical and 
tourst i a Nuances are not discussed As a 
the percept, sant from a pignim in all aspects 
much and theres and system of both differ 


Purpose of visiting sacred 
as Modern, western and contemporary 

Nes are carried on with certain 
Predetermined decided and — encoded 


mmoaes uli the researchers, experts 
i 'S follow such required, obligatory and 
andatory procedure As such analysis and 
synthesis have been in English, the new 
vocabulary and terminology used to 
Camouflage the existing subject matter and 
recast differently, as if they are new, latest and 
invented But, if such subjects are critically 
Studied Constituently analyzed and finally 
synthesized, it could easily be discovered that it 
Is nothing but “old wine Put in a new bottle” 
Thus, the study shows that the new concepts, 
Procedure and methodology were and have 
been in vogue in the Indian context as 
explained above As for as maintaining the 
Position in India, there are two optons - 

1 The traditional method of pilgrimage 
should be encouraged and allowed 
without interference from the 
Government, government agencies and 
NGOs on any account 

2. Or the Government itself undertake 
such "pilgrimages", but then, governing 
policies, politcal ideologies and other 
factors may affect, obstruct and even 
stop the activities 


i " the basis of 
Gee Some ays, ek may be tested by excavation for further nterest at tne specified ste"). On the 
85 report 
reported deposits It ts also noteworthy to menton that this is ee on raaleny ie hal 
may have the potental of being an important archaeological locaton The Gest TE Nett 
Yd permission on 10th October, 2013 to undertake the tial Ce mnablet Bergin sds hey 
27 trom his office Preparatory arrangements have been made by Ga Ce moray has bash 
von being bai betel (eal on rovided. The excavaton work has 
feat about this and securty arrangements have also been pl Or aka reach Te 
ae from 18th October, 2013 and it s estmated to ue nin 1 etd al 

| 91 ceposts Read more at hp /ww frsipostcomindahinnae-gobunkas-doubs 

“a ‘easure-1181699 htmizutm source= ef_article 
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